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hastening all he could to communicate to him the King's
commands and the Company's instructions, adding that
he feared that their " latitude was not large on the sub-
missive part." Upon receipt of this hint Finch put the
Rais EfEendi ofi.1

At the same moment there came to Constantinople
news of the French Admiral de Quesne's defiance of the
Sultan in Chios. Finch saw in this affair something to
his advantage. While the Porte was entangled in a
serious quarrel with the French, it would have no desire
to push matters with the English to extremes. This
calculation was justified by the event. Lord Chandos
demanded and received full satisfaction on the two great
points: every penny of the money extorted from Finch
for restoring the Capitulations was refunded; and the
great avania on*the score of the Pasha of Tunis was " for
ever damn'd." Last, and what to poor Finch was per-
sonally most important, he obtained from the Sultan
permission to depart, and he only waited to recover his
health sufficiently to embark on the ship that had brought
his successor out.2

This phenomenal reasonableness, however, disappeared
as soon as the Porte settled the French affair to its satis-
faction. Another thing that contributed to a speedy
recovery of its arrogance was the unseemly and injudicious
alacrity of the English to resume commercial relations.
Even while Chandos was still negotiating at Stambul,
news came that the Levant Company were getting their
ships ready for Turkey. The Grand Vizier, prompted
by his Jewish adviser, saw in this proof that England
was longing for trade at any price, and was not slow to

1  Finch to Jenkins, July 25, 1681.

2  Finch to Jenkins, Sept. 22, 1681 ;   Chandos to the Same,
Sept. 23.